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Crafting Effective Research Questions and 
Revolutionizing Plagiarize-Free Contents 

using Apps and Web Tools



Brain Teasers



Read aloud the text inside the triangle: 

• More than likely you said, "A bird in the 
bush.”

• Did you see that the word THE is 
repeated twice!



What do you see?

• In black you can read the word GOOD, in white the word 
EVIL (inside each black letter is a white letter).



What do you see here?

• The word TEACH 
reflects as LEARN.



What do you see?

• You probably read the 
word ME in brown, 
but.......

• When you look through 
ME you will see YOU!



Research Topic



Choosing a good research topic has two main
steps:

Select a broad topic of interest.

Narrow it down to an effective research topic once you have 
learned a little more.



There are many places that can help you find a 
broad topic idea:

1.News sources
2.Magazines
3.Course materials
4.Conversation with friends, family or teacher.



There are also a few library databases that
are ideal for exploring an area of interest.



These databases allow you to browse or
search for topics and read background
information, reference sources (like online
encyclopedias), news, journal articles and
more.



As you browse these databases,
ask yourself five questions.



Questions to 
Ask When 
Browsing

WHO? WHAT? WHERE?

WHEN? WHY?



Who? • Which groups have an interest in this
topic? (ex.parents, particular
organizations, students, the government,
etc.) Who specifically will you focus on?

• What are the most important issues at
stake? What are the different factors
involved?

• Where is the topic relevant? Will you
focus on the Manila? Albay? Some sort
of comparison?

What?

Where?



When? • When did the situation or event start? Is
it ongoing? How recent should your
sources be useful?

• What interests you about it? Why do you
want to write about it?Why?



Mendeley is a free reference
manager and academic
social network that can help
you organize your research,
collaborate with others
online, and discover the
latest research.



Here is what you can do with Mendeley:

Generate
• Automatically 

generate 
bibliographies

Collaborate
• Collaborate easily with 

other researchers 
online

Import
• Easily import papers 

from other research 
software

Find
• Find relevant papers 

based on what you’re 
reading

Access
• Access your papers from 

anywhere online

Read
• Read papers on the go, 

with new iPhone app









Constructing Research Title Tips



Tip #1

Keep it simple, brief and attractive.



Tip #1

Avoid: Drug XYZ has an effect of muscular contraction
for an hour in snails of Achatina fulica species

Better: Drug XYZ induces muscular contraction in
Achatina fulica snails



Tip #2

Use appropriate descriptive words



Tip #2

Avoid: Effects of drug A on schizophrenia patients:
study of a multicenter mixed group.

Better: Psychosocial effects of drug A on schizophrenia
patients: a multicenter randomized controlled trial.



Tip #3

Avoid abbreviations and jargon



Tip #3

Avoid: MMP expression profiles cannot distinguish
between normal and early osteoarthritic synovial fluid.

Better: Matrix metalloproteinase protein expression
profiles cannot distinguish between normal and early
osteoarthritic synovial fluid.





Research Question

• The RQ is one of the first methodological steps the 
investigator has to take when undertaking research.
• The RQ must be accurately and clearly defined.
• The central element of both quantitative and 

qualitative research.
• Most of all it indicates what the researcher wants to 

know most and first.



Good Research
Questions are:

1. Answerable 
2. Narrow enough
3. Broad enough
4. Abstract enough



Bad Research 
Questions Are:

1. Trivia questions
2. Answered with a quick Yes or No
3.Answerable with a 5-minute search
on Google
4. Asking for an opinion that cannot
be supported



Examples of research questions:

Too narrow: What is the 
childhood obsesity rate in Ligao, 
Albay? 

Less narrow: How does the 
education level of the parents 
impact childhood obesity rates in 
Ligao, Albay?

• This question demonstrates the
correct amount of specificity.

• This is too narrow because 
it can be answered with a 
simple statistic. 



Examples of research questions:

Unfocused and too broad:

• What are the effects of 
childhood obesity in Ligao, 
Albay?

-This question is so broad that
research methodology would be
very difficult.

More focused:

• How does childhood obesity
correlate with academic
performance in elementary
school children?

-This question has a very clear
focus for which data can be
collected, analyzed, and
discussed.



Examples of research questions:

Too objective: How much time do
young children spend doing
physical activity per day?

-This question may allow the
researcher to collect data . The data
is just factual information.

More Subjective: What is the 
relationship between physical 
activity levels and childhood 
obesity?
-This is a more subjective 
question that may lead to the 
formation of an argument 
based on the results and 
analysis of the data.



Examples of research questions:

Too simple: How are school systems
addressing childhood obesity?

-This information can be obtained
without the need to collect unique data.

More Complex: What are the effects
of intervention programs in the
elementary schools on the rate of
childhood obesity among 5th -
6th grade students?

-This question is more complex and
requires both investigation and
evaluation.





Web Tools and Apps



Make an Outline
- Help you organize your materials into

cohesive groups.
- Once you have made a map of your
material, you can use Google Doc to
make a detailed outline of what you will
write that you can access anywhere at
any time.







Conduct your Research

An open access site that gives readers
easy and unconstrained access to
thousands of journals from hundreds of
disciplines, in one central location.







Organize all your Information

Evernote

acts like a filing cabinet to store these tidbits in 
an organized way. This makes it easier for you 
to find what you need once you start actually 
writing the paper.

Wunderlist

keep track of everything you need to do, to 
make sure that you are on schedule.







Edit Your Paper

- Grammarly is an editor tool to help
you with your writing. Grammarly is
one of the most accurate grammar
checker tools helping to write perfect
English (both British and American) for
writers, students, teachers, and
journalists. It can fix 250 types of errors,
and it provides plenty of features that
will help users improve their grammar
and vocabulary.





Cite your sources

- an easy-to-use free site
where you can generate
citations in popular formats
such as APA, MLA, and
Chicago.





Plagiarism



What is Plagiarism?

“Plagiarism, the act of taking the writings
of another person and passing them off
as one’s own. The fraudulence is closely
related to forgery and piracy practices
generally in violation of copyright laws.”

- Encyclopedia Britanica



MOSAIC 
PLAGIARISM

The work of someone else
is simply paraphrased
without proper citation.



INCREMENTAL 
PLAGIARISM

It occurs when one copy-pastes
others’ work with slight changes into
it. It is as similar to paraphrasing;
however, it is more deceitful by
nature.



COMPLETE 
PLAGIARISM

This type of plagiarism occurs when
someone tries to submit an entire
research paper as their own without
proper attribution.



SELF-
PLAGIARISM

Also known as auto-plagiarism, self-
plagiarism happens when you copy
your own writing, whether intentional
or not.



ACCIDENTAL 
PLAGIARISM



SOURCE-
BASED 
PLAGIARISM



DIRECT OR 
VERBATIM 
PLAGIARISM



PLAGIARISM CHECKING TOOLS



Turnitin
-Turnitin is originality checking software that
searches student papers for similarity to other
student papers, journal articles, and a wide
variety of materials on the web.

-Turnitin then generates an Originality Report
that can be used for similarity assessment,
source checking, and plagiarism detection.







1. Multiple File Formats

2. Privacy Guaranteed

3. AI-Based Technology

4. Multilingual Support

5. Writing Enhancements

6. Fast & Deep Scanning

7. Highlights Duplication











Thank You Very Much!
Maraming Salamat!


