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Educational Management and Leadership at one of the Philippine’s top state universities;

● highly commended English teacher for almost seven (7) years; skilled in employing a 
differentiated approach to provide a student-centered learning environment that 
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● described the connection between 
reading and communication;

● Identified conclusive reasons as to 
why reading is still essential in today’s 
world;

● Outlined diverse techniques and 
strategies for improving one’s reading 
skill in the midst of the current 
cataclysmic situation. 

At the end of this webinar, 
participants are expected to have: 



Reading as 
Communication
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WHAT is “reading” ?



Reading is a number of 
interactive processes 
between the reader and 
the text, in which 
readers use their 
knowledge to build, to 
create, and to construct 
meaning. 



Two people read the same book. 
Will they construct the same 

meaning ? Why or why not ?



—David H. Russel, 1951

“The act of reading is not 
complete until ideas have 

been received and then 
passed along to others. 

Therein lies the close link 
between reading and 

communication.”



WHAT COMES TO YOUR MIND 
WHEN YOU HEAR THE PHRASE 

“Language Arts” ?



Language Arts



MEANING COMPREHENSION

COMMUNICATION



Communication is a two-
way process. It means 
receiving ideas from others 
and giving ideas to them. 

Reading is not just the 
receiving or absorption of 
ideas. The silent reading act 
is complete only when the 
reading is put to use in some 
way, and this usually means 
communicating with others 
in discussion, reporting, 
summarizing, interpreting, 
or recording. 



How do you think does 
reading as a skill 

intertwine with writing 
as another skill?



Basically put: reading affects 
writing and writing affects 
reading. 

Reading a variety of genres helps 
children learn text structures and 
language that they can then transfer to 
their own writing. In addition, reading 
provides young people with prior 
knowledge that they can use in their 
stories. 

Reading and writing largely depend 
upon the same skills. Spelling and 
single-word reading rely on the same 
underlying knowledge, and instruction 
and practice in one should aid the 
development of the other (Burgess, 
2021).



How do you think does 
reading as a skill 

intertwine with speaking 
as another skill?



Reading and speaking skills 
have a reciprocal relationship.

Improving reading skills 
actually makes people better 
speakers. 

Reading is shown to improve both the accuracy and fluency of speaking: 
accuracy is defined as the correct use of vocabulary, grammar, and 
pronunciation; fluency is the ability to spontaneously speak and 
communicate effectively. 



How do you think does 
reading as a skill 

intertwine with LISTENING 
as another skill?



To understand the link between listening 
and reading, it helps to start with a model 
of reading. The “simple view” (Gough & 
Tunmer, 1986) breaks reading into two 
basic components: decoding and language 
comprehension. 

To become good readers, students also 
need listening comprehension skills, or 
the ability to understand language and 
make meaning of those words and the 
messages they convey.



Three keywords 
related to the 
first topic.  

Fast Check! 



Reading’s 
Essence in 
Today’s World
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Is reading books still 
necessary in the present 

generation?



Do we still need books or 
are they a relic of the 

ancient past ?



“There is no friend as 
loyal as a book. ”
– Ernest Hemingway 



The Gifts of Reading 
(Harappa Education, 2020)

Improves your thinking skills 
and analytical abilities

Helps you block out the noise

Helps master a language

Connects you with others

Keeps you grounded



The Gifts of Reading 
(Borges, 2021)

Books reduce stress;
Books stimulate the brain;
Books improve memory; 
Books help to appreciate art and 
engage in social work; 
Books improve analytic 
thinking skills.



The Gifts of Reading 
(Awal, 2020)

Reading is important all the time, but 
in today’s society reading is more 
important in the 21st century as it 
prepares you to be more competitive 
in the competition of knowledge, 
skills, and survival in real life. 



The Gifts of Reading 
(Awal, 2020)

To find yourself;

for cognitive development;

for inspiration;

for expansion of knowledge;

for imagination. 



Three keywords 
related to the 
second topic.  

Fast Check! 



Fostering One’s 
Reading Power 
in the New 
Normal
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Transitioning from classroom 
teaching to online instruction is a 
challenge even under the best 
possible circumstances, let alone as 
an emergency response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In education, 
as in the rest of the world, it will 
take a while to adjust to the “new 
normal.” 



For educators, it’s been a struggle to adapt 
lesson plans and strategies for the very 
subjects that make up the foundation for all 
future learning. For parents, the challenge has 
been in how to support their kids from home 
while balancing other obligations, such as their 
own career. 

Reading instruction usually takes the form of 
whole class modeling and small group work 
that places children with peers with similar 
abilities. 



3 Key Rules for Teaching Reading Remotely

offer a variety 
of books

While many adults prefer to 
read a physical copy, there is a 
plethora of online tools that can 

assist children in learning to 
read.

foster an early 
love for reading

be receptive 
to digital tools

Once kids have all the 
building blocks to develop 

fluency and comprehension, 
the next step is to practice, 

practice, practice!

Try to read different types of 
texts with children, including 

informational articles on topics 
that fit personal interests. The 

key here is to read as much 
and as often as possible!



Reading Strategies to Adapt for Online Classes

Make lessons short 
and sweet

Try a digital read 
aloud each day

Make reading as fun 
as possible

Get creative!



The Big Six of the 
Reading Process



● Oral Language

● Phonological and 
Phonemic Awareness

● Phonics

● Vocabulary

● Fluency 

● Comprehension

The Big Six of the Reading Process 



The Big Six of the Reading Process 

1. Oral Language

Oral language is the foundation for learning to read  
and is related to overall reading progress in 

primary and secondary schooling. From birth, a 
child’s experiences have an impact on their oral 

and written language skills. 

Research suggests that core teaching practices and 
classroom environments must support a 

commitment to rich dialogue and 
conversations, in order to create strong 

foundations. 



The Big Six of the Reading Process 

1. Oral Language

Suggested Activities Online (Antonio, 2020):

• Encourage conversations 
• Incorporate question for the day
• Provide concept words



The Big Six of the Reading Process 

2. Phonological 
and Phonemic 

Awareness

Phonological awareness is a term that refers to the 
ability to focus on the sounds of speech instead 

of the meaning of speech. 

The most significant of these components for reading 
development is awareness of the individual sounds or 

phonemes, that is, phonemic awareness. Being able to blend 
and segment phonemes are the most crucial phonemic skills 

for reading and spelling. 

If children can’t hear the separate sounds, they can’t relate 
those sounds to letters – an enormous stumbling block 

in learning to read and spell.



The Big Six of the Reading Process 

Suggested Activities Online (Antonio, 2020):

• Listen up!
• Follow and respond!
• Guessing game

2. Phonological 
and Phonemic 

Awareness



The Big Six of the Reading Process 

3. Phonics

An understanding of the relationship between 
sounds and letters that represent them 

(graphemes) is at the heart of reading an 
alphabetic language. 

This letter-sound relationship is referred to as the 
alphabetic principle, or more commonly, 

phonics.

Explicit teaching of essential phonics:
Teacher modeling, guided practice, independent 

practice w/ feedback



The Big Six of the Reading Process 

Suggested Activities Online (Antonio, 2020):

• Videos
• Follow-up activities 
• Sound Wall
• Home phonics journal

3. Phonics



The Big Six of the Reading Process 

4. Vocabulary

Exposure to words in different contexts makes their 
meaning clear, and so the process of 

vocabulary building occurs. 

Direct instruction is effective for vocabulary learning, 
and can help children from less advantaged 

backgrounds to make substantial gains in their 
vocabulary.

Direct instruction of vocabulary has been found to 
add to the vocabulary growth of all children.



The Big Six of the Reading Process 

Suggested Activities Online (Antonio, 2020):

• Vocabulary Pictionary 
• Word Journal
• Scavenger Hunt 

4. Vocabulary



The Big Six of the Reading Process 

5. Fluency 

Fluency is a pivotal point in reading development –
the point where all the component skills of 

learning to read are in action and energy can be 
focused on determining the meaning. 

The point where ‘learning to read’ transforms into 
‘reading to learn’.

Fluency and comprehension have a symbiotic or co-
dependent relationship: it’s only possible to read 

fluently if comprehension is occurring. And if 
the reader isn’t fluent then their comprehension 

will suffer.



The Big Six of the Reading Process 

Independent reading must be accompanied by 
seven key practices for it to be effective within 

the classroom:

• sufficient time 
• student choice 
• explicit instruction around the reading process
• text variety 
• text access
• teacher monitoring
• formative assessment
• substantive talk

5. Fluency 





The Big Six of the Reading Process 

Suggested Activities Online (Antonio, 2020):

• Pick a fluency focus
• Teacher-led / parent-led activity 
• Digital Fluency Tracker

5. Fluency 



The Big Six of the Reading Process 

6. Comprehension 

The ultimate goal of reading

Comprehension requires engagement with the text 
at a deep level, and an array of skills that go far 

beyond simple word recognition.

Good readers understand the purpose of their 
reading, the purpose of the text, monitor their 

comprehension and adjust their reading 
strategies based on the demands of the text.



The Big Six of the Reading Process 

Suggested Activities Online (Antonio, 2020):

• Noting details
• Drawing conclusions/ inferencing/ 

predicting outcomes 
• Varied meaningful reading resources
• Story-telling time  
• Comprehension check 

6. Comprehension 



Schools must build a professional 
development plan for teaching Reading 
and it must address the following 
components. Each component has its 
own sub-set and the diagrams below 
serve to illustrate the complexity of the 
plan (Konza, 2014). 



Reading is in equal parts a highly 
complex cognitive process and a 
highly important skill and 
educational outcome.

Integrate systematic, balanced 
and explicit teaching of each 
element of the Big Six.

A consistent whole school 
approach, or ideally a consistent 
approach across regions and 
states, is desirable in providing 
the best outcomes for all 
students.



Three keywords 
related to the 
last topic.  

Fast Check! 



● described the connection between 
reading and communication;

● Identified conclusive reasons as to 
why reading is still essential in today’s 
world;

● Outlined diverse techniques and 
strategies for improving one’s reading 
skill in the midst of the current 
cataclysmic situation. 

At the end of this webinar, 
participants are expected to have: 



Reading not only has 
tremendous power when 
it comes to fueling the 
development of all 
aspects of language 
ability; its importance to 
the entirety of a human 
life in this day and age 
really can’t be 
overstated.

Bring out the power in you and 
in your learners. Embrace the 
power of reading and as William 
James said, “Begin to take flight 
into whole new worlds as 
effortlessly as young birds take 
to the sky.”



Thank you very much 

for your attention!
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